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practice has been so much advocated by
all who study the higher life. For the
student of the Lesser Mysteries prayer
should be of the kinds grouped under
Class B, and he should endeavour to rise
to the pure meditation and worship of the
last class, eschewing altogether the lower
kinds. For him the teaching of lamblichus
on this subject is useful. lamblichus says
that prayers "produce an indissoluble and
sacred communion with the Gods," and then
proceeds to give some interesting details
on prayer, as considered by the practical
Occultist "For this is of itself a thing
worthy to be known, and renders more
perfect the science concerning the Gods.
I say, therefore, that the first species of
prayer is Collective; and that it is also
the leader of contact with, and a know-
ledge of, divinity. The second species
is the bond of concordant Communion,
calling forth, prior to the energy of speech,
the gifts imparted by the Gods, and per-
fecting the whole of our operations prior
to our intellectual conceptions. And the
third and most perfect species of prayer
is the seal of ineffable Union with the